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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Christmas Fellowship Service 
Theme    :  
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : December 25, 2018 
 
TITLE    : THE REASON FOR CHRISTMAS 

THAT WE MIGHT RECEIVE THE ADOPTION OF SONS 
Text/s    :   
 
Gal 4:4-7 
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, 
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Rom 8:14-19 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that 
we may be also glorified together. 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us. 
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The greatest work of God isn’t the creation of the world or the universe.  His greatest work isn’t what 
everybody simply refers to as redemption. 
 
His greatest work is our being taken into as His children! 
 
Heb 2:9-18 
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 
10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren, 
12 Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee. 
13 And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me. 
14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
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16 For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 
KJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
A) The love of God bestowed for the purpose of sonship 

 
1 John 3:1-2 
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: 
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:17-19 
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God. 
KJV 

 
 

B) The purpose of God made known to us so we may value our being sons 
 

Rom 8:28-32 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give 
us all things? 
KJV 
 

 
C) What brought this sonshipt 

 
1) The power of God 

 
John 1:12-13 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 
KJV 

 
 

2) The Spirit of God 
 

Gal 4:6-7 
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. 
7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through 
Christ. 
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KJV 
 
Rom 8:14-15 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:1-13 
2 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others. 
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;) 
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 
7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus. 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
KJV 

 
 

3) His precious blood 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
KJV 
 
 

4) The Word of God 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 
 

D) The privileges we have come by being sons 
 

1) Our inheritance 
 

Rom 8:16-17 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
KJV 
1 Peter 1:3-5 
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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:14-19 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. 
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us. 
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of 
God. 
KJV 

 
 

2) Our being like Him 
 
1 John 3:1-2 
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Our being overcomers 
 
Rev 21:7 
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 
KJV 
 
1 John 4:4 
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:1-5 
1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him 
that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. 
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. 
5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 
KJV 
 
 

4) Our being Ekklesia 
 
Phil 2:15-16 
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15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 

 
1 Peter 1:13-23 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is 
to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every 
man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 
18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these 
last times for you, 
21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that 
your faith and hope might be in God. 
22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love 
of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 
 

5) Our giving Him praise 
 
Eph 1:4-6 
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love: 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to 
the good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 

 
6) Our being blessed 

 
Gal 3:7-9 
7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached 
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 
9 So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham. 
KJV 
 

 
 

E) What we need to do as His dear children 
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Eph 5:1-2 
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
KJV 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


